
                            
Council Agenda 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 

 5:30 PM  
 
Opening of Meeting  

Nondenominational Invocation 

Roll Call 

Approval of minutes from September 12, 2016 (page 3) 

Approval/Amendments to Agenda 

I. Consent Agenda: 

A. Declare Surplus/Authorize - Electronic Auction of Vehicles Through GovDeals 

(page 18) 

II. Comments from the Public: 

 

III. Public Hearing 6:00PM– Zoning: None 

 

IV. Public Hearing 6:00PM - Other:  None 

  

V. Scheduled Public Appearances:  None   

      

VI. Correspondence and Special Reports:   

A. Presentation – Lynn Wingate, Community Clean-up Day  

 

VII. Reports from Boards, Commissions and Committees:  None 

VIII. Appointments:  

A.  Appointment –  Library Board of Trustees (page 19) 

 

IX. Old Business: 

A. Approve/Adopt – Pool Dehumidifier Purchase Order and Adopt Budget 

Ordinance Amendment (page 23) 

 

B. Authorize – Manager to Execute Lease Agreement with B.C.P.A.L. for Ground 

Site Lease at Washington-Warren Airport  (page 25)  

 

C. Authorize – Manager to Execute Lease Agreement with Metro Aviation for a 

Lease of the Corporate Hangar at Washington-Warren Airport  (page 41)  

 

D. Approve – Sherwood Forest Underground Electric Purchase Orders (page 57) 

 

E. Approve – Bucket Truck PO  (page 63) 

 



                               
Council Agenda 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 

5:30 PM 

 
F. Adopt – Downtown Development Budget Ordinance Amendments (page 66) 

 

X. New Business:    

 A. Award – Contract for Professional Services - Brownfields Development (page 68) 

 

 B. Proposed – Veteran Commission (page 69) 

   
XI. Any other items from City Manager:    

A.  Parking on Water Street 

 

B.  Council Meeting Schedule 

 

XII. Any other business from the Mayor or other Members of Council:   

A.  Main & Gladden Street Intersection Design 

 

XIII. Closed Session:  None 

 

XIV. Adjourn – Until Monday, October 10, 2016 at 5:30 pm, in the Council Chambers  
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CITY COUNCIL MINUTES       September 12, 2016 

WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                 

 

 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, September 12, 2016 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; 

Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; 

Larry Beeman; Councilmember and William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also present: Bobby Roberson, City 

Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Pitt delivered the invocation. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Mercer, Council approved the 

minutes of August 22, 2016 as presented. 

   

 APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Add: Under Items from Mayor/Council:  Power agency rate committee update 

 Add: Under Closed Session: 143-318.11 (A)(6) Personnel 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council approved 

the consent agenda as presented.   

 

A. Approve – Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of Vehicle through Gov Deals 

Vehicle #  Make/Model  Department  Serial #  Meter Reading 

   122      1999 Ford Ranger    Police               1FTYR10V4XUB42588         91,213 

   136        2010 Crown Vic            Police               2FABP7BV6AX120979             93,297  

   142        2008 Crown Vic            Police               2FAHP71V48X145014            106,332 

   160        2011 Crown Vic            Police               2FABP7BV1BX157343             74,781 

            

 Councilmember Mercer commented that all items that have been declared surplus need to be  

removed from our inventory as quickly as possible. He also discussed possible incorrect information for 

vehicle #480 which was listed as a 2011 truck instead of a 2006 truck (staff will correct). 

B. Adopt –  Bank Wire Resolution authorizing City Manager to execute agreement authorizing 

wire transfers with Yadkin Bank                                                                                           

     (copy attached) 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING:  NONE 

 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES: NONE 
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CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS: 

MEMO – SAVE THE POOL FUNDRAISER UPDATE 

(memo accepted as presented) Kristi Roberson, Parks & Recreation Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  We have completed 6 fundraisers and are continuing to sell T-shirts and Tiles.  

We have currently raised $22,486.85. 

 

The following fundraisers are scheduled: 

September 24  Save the Pool - Yard Sale 

September 20  Save the Pool - Zaxby’s (come eat dinner and make sure to leave us your receipt) 

October 11  Save the Pool - Golf Tournament 

October 28  Save the Pool – Boo Bash Splash 

November 7  Save the Pool – Pizza Inn (10% of the proceeds and 100% of our tips) 

November 19  Save the Pool – Comedy for a Cause (Sponsored by Arts of the Pamlico) 

December 16  Save the Pool – Swim with Santa 

 

 Ms. Roberson noted membership is steadily increasing.  

 

MEMO – PS JONES MEMORIAL PARK 

(memo accepted as presented) Kristi Roberson, Parks & Recreation Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  The PS Jones Memorial Park was awarded the grant from the Kate B. Reynolds 

Charitable Trust in the amount of $145,000.00.  These funds will be used for playground equipment and a shelter.  

We also have $55,000.00 previously awarded by Kate B. Reynolds for construction of a concrete walking trail 

around the Park property. In addition, the City of Washington has committed City funds to build a permanent 

restroom facility on the PS Jones Park property, directly across 11th Street from Beebe Memorial Park. The Beebe 

Park Committee has been notified and a community meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 29 from 6p-7p 

at the Ed Tech Cafeteria.   

 

 Ms. Roberson advised the school board has officially received the check from the Kate B. 

Reynolds Charitable Trust for the playground equipment and shelter.  

 

MEMO – PROPOSED 15TH STREET WIDENING AND ACCESS MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

(memo accepted as presented) John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  The City of Washington Planning Board held their regularly scheduled meeting 

on Tuesday, August 23, 2016. As part of the agenda the Planning Board held a discussion on the proposed 

improvements and additions to the 15th Street corridor from John Small Avenue (Hwy 264 E) to Carolina Avenue 

(Hwy 17 Business). As part of the discussion, a number of landowners and business owners expressed their 

concerns over the planned changes and the lack of information on the process that was being conducted. They 

indicated that a number of business owners had not been contacted and were not aware of the proposed changes 

to 15th Street and some adjacent side streets. The Planning Board unanimously recommended that City Council 

notify all the adjacent landowners and business owners along 15th Street and conduct a public meeting on the 

proposed improvements and additions to the 15th Street corridor so that the affected property owners would 

receive the necessary information. 

 

 City Manager, Bobby Roberson explained the recommendation came from the Planning Board as 

they felt local citizens did not have adequate opportunity to give their input on the proposed NCDOT 

15th Street widening project.  

 

 Councilmember Mercer stated the plan need to be re-addressed as there’s no reason for medians 

on Hwy. 17 or Hwy. 264.  He continued by stating that Council express their concerns to NCDOT and 
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advise them Council is not satisfied with the plan as currently presented.   Councilmember Brooks 

expressed concern with the installation of medians.  Mr. Roberson will coordinate a joint meeting with 

NCDOT and City Council.  

   

MEMO – WATERFRONT DOCKS STORAGE BUILDING 

(memo accepted as presented) John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  For budget year 16-17 the City Council appropriated $50,000 in Capital Outlay 

improvements to the promenade and waterfront docks building. The improvements included cleaning and painting 

the promenade railings, benches, trash receptacles, and posts in the amount of $30,000. A new waterfront docks 

storage building was approved for $20,000. The promenade improvements will begin at a later date while then 

proposed storage building construction will begin shortly. 

 

Planning and Development received bids to construct a 12' x 20' storage building for use by the dock attendants 

at the western end of Stewart Parkway, of which the City terms the "Maritime Quarter". Jeff Woolard Builders 

submitted the lowest bid at $16,100. 

 

The proposed wooden storage building will be in the same general area of the previous restroom facilities. There 

is an existing thirty (30') foot water and sewer easement on the property that made the location of the proposed 

building a little more challenging. The building will be located off the aforementioned easement. The proposed 

building was recommended for construction by the Waterfront Docks Advisory Committee, the Historic 

Preservation Commission and the location of the building was approved by the Division of Water Resources and 

the Division of Coastal Management with a modification of the existing permit. Attached are copies of the 

proposed site plan and building elevations. If you have any questions please don't hesitate to let me know. 

 
 Mayor Hodges commented the roof should be silver and not red in order to fit in with the other 

buildings on the waterfront/Festival Park. Councilmember Mercer expressed his concern with the cost of 

the building. Mr. Roberson advised staff went out for bids for this project.  

 

MEMO – SUBSTANDARD HOUSING ACTIVITIES LIST: 2012-2016 

(memo accepted as presented) John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  Attached for your information is a list of substandard housing that began in 

2012 and has continued thru 2016. This list was compiled by the Department of Planning and Zoning and the 

Building Inspections Office. The offices began identifying structures that were in need of repair and began to 

notify property owners of the importance of those repairs. Some property owners began to repair their individual 

structures and those structures will be removed from the list once completed. Some owners did not respond to the 

City's request for maintenance on the structures for various reasons and therefore the end result became 

demolition. The Activities List identifies what funds were used to complete those demolitions. The Activities List 

also identifies structures that continue to be on our priority list that need further action. The Priority List 

continues as another handout. If you have questions please don't hesitate to let me know. 
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MEMO – SUBSTANDARD HOUSING LIST: PRIORITIES 

(memo accepted as presented) John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  Attached is the priority list of substandard housing that is current in the City of 

Washington. This list was compiled by the Department of Planning and Zoning and the Building Inspections 

Office with the aid of the Police Department. The structures listed in yellow are the top priorities for 2016. The 

List contains sixteen (16) structures that are listed as a number one priority. The City's goal is to address ten (10) 

structures by the end of the fiscal year. If you have any questions or you feel there are other structures that need 

to be placed on the priority list please don't hesitate to let Planning and Development know. 
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 Mayor Hodges suggested sending a letter to all of the property owners saying the house will be 

demolished with the exception of the two houses in Macswoods (staff will make contact with 

Macswoods home owners to see if they can sell homes).  Mr. Roberson explained the condemnation 

procedure.  

 

APPOINTMENT:  

 Councilmember Pitt continued this item until September 26th.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

APPROVE – WATERFRONT DOCK AGREEMENTS/LEASES 
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS: These leases have been updated to reflect new information for each water craft 

and to reflect the same extension period of every one (1) year. The proposed changes are highlighted in yellow 

and the removal of information is shown by a strike-thru. The documents were reviewed by the City Attorney and 

the Risk Manager. PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION: Recommended for approval by the Waterfront Docks 

Advisory Committee. 

 

 Dot Moate came forward and stated she spoke with the Chairman of the Little Washington 

Sailing School today and received permission to speak with Council regarding the docking agreement. 

Her concern is the agreement effective dates of January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2016.  She suggested 

the revised agreement should end December 31, 2017 instead of December 31, 2016.   
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 John Rodman explained staff wanted to make all of the agreements with the same beginning and 

ending dates.  The approval process has taken longer than anticipated and he doesn’t have an issue with 

extending the ending date to December 31, 2017.  

 
 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council agreed to 

change the contract ending dates through December 31, 2017.  Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember 

Mercer opposing.  

 
 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adopted the 

updated Waterfront Dock Agreements for the following vessels; The River Rover, The ECU Research 

Vessel Riggs, and Seatow IBX and the agreement for the Little Washington Sailing School with the 

aforementioned approved date ending on December 1, 2017. Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember 

Mercer opposing.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – WHDA’S REQUEST TO SERVE ALCOHOL AT PICKIN’ ON THE PAMLICO 

 Harold Robinson, WHDA presented the following information to Council. BACKGROUND AND 

FINDINGS:  PICKIN' ON THE PAMLICO has been the signature fundraiser event of the Washington Harbor 

District Alliance since 2006. Funds raised will help to ensure that WHDA (which is a Main Street organization 

sanctioned by the NC Commerce Department), is able to continue to lend significant support to downtown 

Washington. The mission of Downtown Washington on the Waterfront, Inc. (DBA Washington Harbor District 

Alliance) is to serve as a facilitator and catalyst to renew, restore, rebuild, and revitalize the downtown business 

district, improve economic conditions, encourage tourism, and preserve historical buildings and their 

significance, promoting downtown as a place to live, shop, work, and be entertained, all within the framework of 

the "National Main Street Four point Approach." WHDA requests Council approve the serving and consumption 

of alcohol at Pickin' on the Pamlico. The organization utilizes trained bartenders and has a controlled area 

where alcohol is to be served. This is a ticketed event with an anticipated crowd of around 400 people. Generally 

no children attend. A special events permit has been granted through Teresa Hamilton at Washington Parks and 

Recreation. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the request from WHDA to allow for the serving and consumption of alcohol at WHDA's Annual Pickin' 

on the Pamlico on Saturday, September 24, 2016.  Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember Mercer 

opposing.  

 

AWARD – CONTRACT FOR FY 2016-17 STREET IMPROVEMENTS/RESURFACING 

PROJECT AND APPROVE CORRESPONDING PURCHASE ORDER 
BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The project was advertised to receive bids on August 23, 2016 for the FY 

2016-17 Street Improvements and Resurfacing Project. Three companies submitted bids for the project. All legal 

requirements were met. The project came in under budget by $47,030. 10. The contract documents allow the City 

to add additional work to the contract up to 50% of the estimated quantities at the unit price proposed by the 

contractor. We request Council to allow staff to negotiate additional street resurfacing with the contractor in 

order to utilize the remaining funds for street resurfacing. By adding additional streets the total street resurfacing 

project will be $195,000. Attached is a bid tabulation sheet and project description. 

 
The street resurfacing work will be performed at the following locations: 

1. Plant Street from W. 5th St to Dead End 

2. Plymouth Street from W. 5th St. to Dead End 

3. Pontiac Drive from W. 5th St to Manuel Dr. 
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4. Trade Street from W. 13th 51. to Carolina Ave. 

5. West Thirteenth Street from Carolina Ave. to Trade St. 
6. Respess Street from W. 5th St. to W. 7th St. 

7. Northwood Road from Market St. to Ellison Dr. 
8. Northwood Road from lodge Rd. to Reed Dr. 

9. Blount Place from Northwood Rd. to Dead End 

10. Bridge Street from Carolina Ave. to W. 7th St. 
11. Pierce Street from W. 15th St. to Alderbrook CI. 

12. West Third Street from Kinston 51. to Tarheel Dr. (Patch) 

 
Additional street surfacing locations to be negotiated: 

1. Trade Street from W. 11th St. to W. 13th St. 
2. Portion of Manuel Drive from Pontiac Drive 

3. West Martin luther King Jr. Drive from N. Bridge St to N. Pierce St. 

4. Reed Drive from Alderson Rd. to Northwood Rd. 

 

 
 

 Councilmember Mercer and Councilmember Beeman asked for Council to be included on the 

streets to be included in the paving project prior to going out for bids, Mayor Hodges agreed and 

referenced Northwood Road in Smallwood.  Frankie Buck explained the paving projects are based on 

the amount of funding we have.  Staff paves the worst areas on the worst streets. Mr. Buck suggested 

Council send an e-mail of call the City Manager if they have a street that needs paving. Councilmember 

Mercer stated that we need to work on paving the unpaved streets in the City as well. Councilmember 

Mercer commended staff on doing a good job in stretching their funds.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council awarded a 

contract in the amount of $147,969.90 to Garris Grading & Paving for FY 2016-17 Street Improvements 

& Resurfacing Project and allow staff to negotiate $47,030.10 in additional street resurfacing and 

approve the corresponding purchase order. 

 

AWARD – CONTRACT FOR 2016 DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS AND APPROVE 

CORRESPONDING PURCHASE ORDER 
BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The project was advertised to receive bids on September 1, 2016 for the 

2016 Drainage Improvements, Three companies submitted bids for the project. All legal requirements were 

met. Attached is a bid tabulation sheet and project description. 
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 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council awarded the 

contract in the amount of $77,753.80 for 2016 Drainage Improvements to Dudley Landscaping & Tree 

Service and approve the corresponding purchase order. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – OTHER: 

ADOPT – ANNEXATION ORDINANCE FOR THE CONTIGUOUS ANNEXATION OF THE 

STATE EMPLOYEES CREDIT UNION PROPERTY  
BACKGROUND & FINDINGS:  At the August 22, 2016 City Council Meeting, Council adopted a resolution 

calling for a public hearing on the request for an annexation of the contiguous property located on Whispering 

Pines Road and containing 5.46 acres. After the public hearing if Council desires to proceed with the annexation 

the attached ordinance needs to be adopted that will place the property inside the city limits effective September 

12, 2016.  PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE ACTION:  Investigated Petition - July 25, 2016/ Set Public Hearing - 

August 22, 2016 

 
 John Rodman explained the cost and benefit analysis with Council, stating net revenue in the 

first year $5,000 and year two $8,000.  The Planning Board recommended the property be annexed.  

  

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  There being no comments from the public, Mayor 

Hodges closed the public hearing. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Councilmember Beeman, Council adopted 

the annexation ordinance to extend the City of Washington corporate limits for the contiguous 

annexation of the State Employees Credit Union property located on Whispering Pines Road and 

containing 5.46 acres. 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA 

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council has been petitioned under G.S.160A-31 to annex the area 

described below; and 

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council has by resolution directed the City Clerk to investigate the 

sufficiency of the petition; and 

WHEREAS, the City Clerk has certified the sufficiency of the petition and a public hearing on the 

question of this annexation was held at the City Council Chambers on the 2nd floor of the municipal 

building located at 102 East 2nd Street at 6:00 p.m., on Monday, September 12, 2016, after due notice 

by the Washington Daily News; 

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council finds that the area described herein meets the standards of 

G.S. 160A-31; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North 

Carolina that: 

Section 1. By the virtue of the authority granted by G.S. 160A-31, the following described territory is 

hereby annexed and made part of the City of Washington as of September 12, 2016: 

Being all of that tract of land noted on that survey "State Employees Credit Union" by Gaskins Land 

Surveyors dated December 31, 2015 and being located in Washington Township, Beaufort County 

North Carolina and being more particularly described as follows; 

IT BEING that 5.457 acres tract as platted on map entitled "Boundary Survey for State Employees 

Credit Union," prepared by Wood Duck Land Surveying, PC, of record in Plat Cabinet I, Slide 27-5, 
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Beaufort County Registry, and being a portion of those lands as were conveyed to Carole G. Hill and 

husband Robert G. Hill (now deceased) and Kathryn G. Woolard and husband Jeffrey T. Woolard, by 

deed dated April 28, 2006, of record in Book 1518, Page 882, Beaufort County Registry, to which map 

and deed reference is herein made and incorporated for a more complete and detailed description. 

 

Together with and subject to covenants, easements, and restrictions of record. 

 

Said property contains 5.457 acres more or less. 

 

Section 2.  Upon and after September 12, 2016, the above described territory and its citizens and 

property shall be subject to all debts, laws, ordinances and regulations in force in the City of Washington 

and shall be entitled to the same privileges and benefits as other parts of the City of Washington. Said 

territory shall be subject to municipal taxes according to G.S. 160A-58.10.1 

 

Section 3. The Mayor of the City of Washington shall cause to be recorded in the office of the Register 

of Deeds of Beaufort County, and in the office of the Secretary of the State in Raleigh, North Carolina, 

an accurate map of the annexed property, described in Section 1 above, together with a duly certified 

copy of this ordinance. Such a map shall also be delivered to the County Board of Elections, 

as required by G.S. 163-288.1. 

 

Adopted the 12th day of September 2016.  

Attest: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett       s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk        Mayor 

 

Approved as to form: 

s/Franz Holscher, City Attorney 
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PUBLIC HEARING – OTHER: 

ADOPT – RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSURE & ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION 

OF WEST 2ND STREET 

BACKGROUND & FINDINGS: The Washington City Council adopted a Resolution of Intent to close a 

portion of West Second, that portion of said street running West from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 

1401) as shown on that plat entitled, “Closing a Portion of West Second Street Survey for City of 

Washington” by Mayo and Mayo Associate, P.A. dated July 5, 2016.  The appropriate advertisement and 

publications have been completed.  The adjoining property owner is the City of Washington and all parties 

have been notified. 

 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  There being no comments from the public, Mayor 

Hodges closed the public hearing.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adopted the 

Resolution ordering the closure and abandonment of portion of West 2nd Street as shown on the attached 

survey map. 

 

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSURE AND ABANDONMENT 

OF A PORTION OF WEST 2ND STREET  

WHEREAS, on the 25th day of July 2016, the City Council (Council) of the City of Washington (City) 

directed the City Clerk (Clerk) to publish A Resolution Declaring the Intent of the City of Washington 

to Consider Closing and Abandoning a Portion of West Second Street running west from Wilson Street 

to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) (Resolution of Intent) in the Washington Daily News once each week for 

four successive weeks.  Said Resolution of Intent advised the public that a public hearing would be 

conducted at 6:00 p.m. on this the 12th day of September, 2016 in the Council Chambers to consider the 

matter. 

 

WHEREAS, said portion of West Second Street running west from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street 

(S.R. 1401) under consideration to be closed and abandoned is more particularly described as follows. 

 

 ALL of that area labeled “West Second Street to be Closed”, as shown on that  

 plat entitled “Closing a Portion of West Second Street Survey for City of  

 Washington” by Mayo and Mayo Associates, P.A. dated July 5, 2016 and  

 recorded in Plat Cabinet _______, Slide ________, Beaufort County Registry,  

 to which plat reference is herein made for a more complete and accurate description. 

 

WHEREAS, on the 25th day of July 2016, the Council also directed the Clerk to provide, by registered or 

certified mail, a copy of the Resolution of Intent to all persons who own property that abuts said portion 

of West Second Street running west from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401), as shown on the 

county tax records, and the Clerk has advised the Council that the Clerk has done the same. 

 

WHEREAS, the Clerk has also advised the Council that adequate notices were posted on said portion of 

West Second Street running west from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) as required by North 

Carolina General Statute § 160A-299. 

 

WHEREAS, the Council has provided a full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to appear 

and register any objections that they might have with respect to the potential closure and abandonment of 
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said portion of West Second Street running west from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) during 

the public hearing held this the 12th day of September, 2016. 

 

WHEREAS, after a full and complete consideration of the matter, it now appears to the satisfaction of 

the Council that the closure and abandonment of said portion of West Second Street running west from 

Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) are not detrimental to the property rights of any individual 

or contrary to the public interest, and that no person who owns property that abuts or is in the vicinity of 

said portion of West Second Street running west from Wilson Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) will 

be deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and egress to their property as a result of said closure and 

abandonment.   

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, said portion of West Second Street running west from Wilson 

Street to Plymouth Street (S.R. 1401) is hereby ordered closed and abandoned, and all right, title and 

interest that may be vested in the public to said area for street is hereby released and shall be conclusively 

presumed to be vested in those persons or entities owning lots or parcels of land adjacent thereto in 

accordance with the provisions of North Carolina General Statute § 160A-299. 

 

The Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Beaufort County 

a certified copy of this Resolution and Order. 

 

Adopted this the 12th day of September, 2016. 

Attest: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett       s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk        Mayor 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPROVE – TREE TRIMMING PURCHASE ORDER 
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APPROVE – TREE TRIMMING PURCHASE ORDER 

 Jeff Clark, Electric Director explained that we may be able to get a better price if we go out for 

three year bids in the future.  Bobby Roberson explained the funds will pay for two crews for 12 months 

and possibly a third crew for an additional 4 months.   Jeff Clark said we are doing herbicide in-house.  

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council approved 
a $450,000 P.O. to John Lucas Tree Expert Co. to provide tree trimming services from August 2016 through 

June 2017. 

 
AUTHORIZE – CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO EXECUTE THE INVOICE CLOUD 

AGREEMENT 
 BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: In conjunction with the financial and CIS software implementations 

we will be upgrading our various paperless payment portals for utility and other accounts receivable at a cost 

comparable to today’s. 
 

 Councilmember Mercer inquired if this is in addition to or complementing our new software 

package.  Matt Rauschenbach explained this replaces some existing outside services at no additional 

cost and compliments the new software at no additional cost.  We will postpone implementation until 

the new utility software is installed.  Mr. Rauschenbach explained the new financial software hopefully 

will be installed by January and utilities software by this time next year.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Beeman, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council authorized 

Matt Rauschenbach to execute the necessary documents to execute the Invoice Cloud Agreement.  

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER:  NONE 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   
 Councilmember Mercer reviewed the updates from the last power agency rate meeting.  He 

continued by discussing the power costs over the last twelve months. He requested a discussion on the 

October agenda to discuss implementing rate changes presented by Booth & Associates that would go 

into effect January 2017.  Mr. Roberson noted that staff prepared the budget in good faith and would 
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rather take this up in budget discussions and have the reduction effect July 1 2017. Councilmember 

Mercer stated that to cover the rate reduction we could reduce the Electric Fund transfer as well as the 

Rate Stabilization Fund.  

  

CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS § 143-318.11 (A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE; 

(A)(1) DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION AND 143-318.10 (E) PUBLIC 

RECORDS ACT AND (a)(6) Personnel 

   By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council agreed to enter 

into closed session at 6:15pm under NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege; (A)(1) 

Disclosure of Confidential Information and 143-318.10 (E) Public Records Act and (A)(6) Personnel 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council agreed to 

come out of closed session at 7:15pm.   

 

REMINDER: 

Ethics training at BCCC on September 20th. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned the meeting 

at 7:15pm until Monday, September 26, 2016 at 5:30 pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

 (Subject to approval of City Council)        

              

          s/Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  
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