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Washington, North Carolina, Code of Ordinances >> PART Il - CODE OF ORDINANCES >> Chapter 40 -
ZONING >> ARTICLE XVI. - SIGNS >>

ARTICLE XVI. - SIGNS

Sec. 40-403. - Definitions. -

Sec. 40-404. - Purpose.
Sec. 40-405, - Perimit required.

Sec. 40-408. - Determinii :
Sec. 40-409 - Computation of sigh area.
Sec_40-410. - Total allowable sign surface area.

Sec. 40411. - Freestanding sign surface area.

Sec. 40-412. - Wall sign surface area.

Sec. 40-413. - Number of freestanding and wall signs.
Sec. 40-414. - Location and height requirements.

Sec. 40-415. - Special provisions for certain signs.

Sec. 40-416. - Sign illumination,

Sec. 40-417. - Miscellaneous restrictions and prohibitions.
Sec. 40-418. - Nonconforming sians.

Sec. 40-419. - Shopping center sign’,

Sec. 40-420. - Sign maintenance.

Sec. 40-421. - Sign removal and discontinyed signs.

Sec. 40-422_- Amodization of certain signs.

Secs. 40-423—40-437. - Reserved.

Sec. 40-403. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Banner means a suspended sign made of a flexible material such as canvas, sailcloth,
plastic or waterproof paper.

Building facade means the face of a building oriented in the same direction, or within a forty-
five-degree angle of the same direction, including roof and wall.

Flags means devices generally made of flexible materials such as cloth, paper or plastic, and
displayed on a flagpole.

Freestanding sign means a sign that is attached to, erected on, or supported by some
structure (such as a pole, mast, frame, or other structure) that is not itself an integral part of or
attached to a building or other structure whose principal function is something other than the
support of a sign. A sign that stands without supporting elements, such as, a sandwich sign, is
considered a freestanding sign, but is also considered a portable sign, as defined in this section.
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Intemally illuminated sign means a sign where the source of the illumination is inside the sign
and light emanates through the message of the sign, rather than being reflected off the surface of
the sign from an external source. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, signs that consist
of or contain tubes that are filled with neon or some other gas that glows when an electric current
passes through it and are intended to form or constitute all or part of the message of the sign,
rather than merely providing illumination to other parts of the sign that contain the message, shall
also be considered internally illuminated signs.

Nonconforming sign means any sign which was lawfully erected in compliance with
applicable code provisions and maintained prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which
this article is adopted, and which fails to conform to all applicable standards and restrictions of this
article.

Off-premises signs means a sign that draws attention to or communicates information about
a business, service, commodity, accommodation, attraction, or other activity that is conducted, sold,
or offered at a location other than the premises on which the sign is located. Such signs are not
permitted, except those specifically exempt in accordance with_section 40-406

On-premises signs means a sign that draws attention to or communicates information about
a business, service, commodity, accommodation, attraction, or other activity that is conducted, sold,
or offered at or on the premises on which the sign is located.

Qutdoor advertising sign means a poster panel or painted bulletin off-premises sign,
commonly referred to as a billboard.

Portable sign means a sign that is designed to be moved from place to place and which is
not permanently installed or permanently anchored to either the ground or a wall.

Projecting signs means a sign that is attached to and projects more than twelve (12) inches
from a building facade or wall.

Sign means any device that is sufficiently visible to persons not located on the lot where
such device is located to acomplish the objective of directing attention to a business, commodity,
service, entertainment or other activity sold or offered exclusively on the premises where the sign is
located, or of communicating information to them.

Temporary sign means a sign that is used in connection with a circumstance, situation, or
event that is designed, intended, or expected to take place or to be completed within a reasonably
short or definite period after the erection of such sign, or is intended to remain on the location
where it is erected or placed for a period of not more than thirty (30) days. If a sign display area is
permanent but the message displayed is subject to periodic changes, that sign shall not be
regarded as temporary.

Wall sign means any sign attached to, painted on, or erected against any wall of a building or
structure so that the exposed face of the sign is on a place parallel to the plane of said wall and
which does not extend more than twelve (12) inches from the wall. Wall signs also include any sign
erected against, installed on or painted on a penthouse above the roof of a building as long as the
wall of the penthouse is on a plane parallel to the wall of the building. Wall signs also include a sign
attached to, painted on, or erected against a false wall or false roof that does not vary more than
thirty (30) degrees from the plane of the adjoining wall elevation.
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Window sign means a window sign is a sign attached directly onto the outside of the window

of a building.

(Code 1993, § 27-164: Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002)

Sec. 40-404. - Purpose. -

The purpose of this article shall be to allow certain signs of a residential and commercial
nature in areas designated for such uses in a manner which will best provide and ensure;

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(e}

The health, safety, and general welfare of the public.

The adequate supply of light and air to adjacent properties.

Adequate and proportionate advertisement displays which promote and protect the
economic vitality of the community.

That signage displayed adjacent to and visible from a public right-of-way will not
distract or confuse the motoring public, thereby causing a public hazard.

That the aesthetic quality of the city is maintained for the benefit of all the citizens of
the city, county, and the state as a whole.

(Code 1993, § 27-163)

Sec. 40-405. - Permit required.

(@)  Except as otherwise provided in sections_ 40-406 and 40-407, no sign may be erected,
moved, enlarged, or substantially altered, except in accordance with the provisions of this
section. Mere repainting or changing the message of the sign shall not, in and of itself, be
considered a substantial alteration, unless a change of use or occupancy occurs. If a change
of use or occupancy occurs, or if a sign is replaced, then a sign permit shall be required.

(b}  sign permit approval is a separate process from building permit approval. Aithough detailed
sign plans may be included in site plans for a building permit, a separate sign permit must be
obtained before any sign can be constructed.

() signs may be erected, moved, enlarged, or substantially altered only in accordance with a
sign permit issued by the city. Violations of this provision shall be handled in accordance with
article XXI of this chapter, pertaining to administration, enforcement, penalties.

(Code 1993, § 27-165)

Sec. 40-406. - Signs excluded from reguiation.

The following signs are exempt from regulation under this article, except for those restrictions
stated in this section:

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

Signs not exceeding four (4) square feet in area that are customarily associated with
residential use and that are not of a commercial nature, such as signs giving property
identification names or numbers or names of occupants, signs on mailboxes or paper
tubes, and signs posted on private property relating to private parking or warning the
public against trespassing, danger from animals, or other dangers.

Signs erected by or on behalf of or pursuant to the authorization of a governmental
body, including legal notices, identification and informational signs, and traffic,
directional, or regulatory signs.

Official signs of a noncommercial nature erected by public utilities.
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Flags, pennants, or insignia of any governmental or nonprofit organization when not
displayed in connection with a commercial promotion or as an advertising device.
(8)  Integral decorative or architectural features of buildings or works of art, so long as
such features or works do not contain letters, trademarks, moving parts, or lights.
(f  signs directing and guiding traffic, such as entrance and exit signs, on private
property that do not exceed four (4) square feet each.
{(9)  Church bulletin boards and church identification signs that do not exceed thirty-six

(36) square feet in area.

(h)  Signs painted on or otherwise permanently attached to currently licensed motor
vehicles and trailers that are not primarily used as signs.

() sign proclaiming religious, political, or other noncommercial messages that do not
exceed one (1) per lot per abutting street and sixteen (16) square feet in area.

()  signs located on the interior of buildings, courts, lobbies, stadiums, or other structures
that are not intended to be seen from the exterior of said building or structure.

(K} Memorial and historical plaques or markers.

() sSign painted to or attached to vending machines, or similar devices which indicate the
contents of the machine, the price, or operating instructions.

(M)  Government flags.

(1) Acounty, city, consolidated city-county, or unified government shall not prohibit
an official governmental flag from being flown or displayed if the official
governmental flag is flown or displayed:

a. In accordance with the patriotic customs set forth in 4 USC 5-10, as
amended; and

b. Upon private or public property with the consent of either the owner of
the property or of any person having lawful control of the property.

{2)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, for the purpose of protecting the
public health, safety, and welfare, reasonable restrictions on flag size, number
of flags, location, and height of flagpoles are not prohibited, provided such
restrictions shall not discriminate against any official governmental flag in any
manner.

(3)  For purposes of this section, the term "official governmental flag” shall mean
any of the following:

a. The flag of the United States of America.
The flag of nations recognized by the United States of America.
The flag of the state.
The flag of any state or territory of the United States.
The flag of a political subdivision of any state or territory of the United
States.

®appm

(Code 1993, § 27-166}

Sec. 40-407. - Temporary signs, permit exemptions and additional regulations.

(@)  The following temporary signs are permitted without a sign permit. However, such signs shall
conform to the requirements set forth below as well as all other applicable requirements of
this article, except those contained in_section 40-410, pertaining to total allowable sign
surface area, and section 40-413, pertaining to the number of freestanding and wall signs:

(1
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Signs containing the message that the real estate on which the sign is located
(including buildings) is for sale, lease, or rent, together with information
identifying the owner or agent. Such signs may not exceed four (4) square feet
in area and shall be removed immediately after sale, lease, or rental. For lots of
less than five (5) acres, a single sign on each street frontage may be erected.
For lots of five (5) acres or more in area and having a street frontage of more
than four hundred (400) feet, a single sign not exceeding thirty-two (32) square
feet in area may be erected on each street frontage.

(2} Construction site/opening soon identification signs. Such signs may identify the
project, the owner or developer, architect, engineer, contractor and
subcontractors, funding source, and may contain related information. Not more
than one (1) such sign may be erected per site, and it may not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area. Such signs shall not be erected prior to the
issuance of a building permit and shall be removed within ten (10) days after
the issuance of the final certificate of occupancy. One (1) "opening soon" sign
may be permitted per building site provided such sign does not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet in area and is erected for a period not to exceed sixty (60)
days. ~

(3)  Signs attached temporarily to the interior of a building window or glass door.
Such sign, individually or collectively, may not cover more than seventy-five
(75) percent of the surface area of the transparent portion of the window or
door to which they are attached. In the B1H and RHD districts, signs placed in
windows, from the interior, shall occupy no more than twenty (20) percent of
the area of the displaying window. Such signs shall be removed within thirty
(30) days after placement.

(4)  Displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observance of
holidays. Such signs shall be removed within ten (10) days foliowing the
holidays.

(5)  Signs advertising upcoming theatrical events or concerts are permitted and
may be displayed no more than thirty (30) days before the event and will be
removed within five (5) days after the event. These signs will not exceed six (6)
square feet in size.

(b)  Other temporary sign$, not listed in subsection (a) of this section, shall be regarded and
treated in all respects as permanent signs.
{Code 1993, § 27-167; Ord. No. 11-4, § 2, 3-14-2011)

Sec. 40-408. - Determining the number of signs.

(@)  For the purpose of determining the number of signs, a sign shall be considered to be single
display surface or display device containing elements organized, related, and composed to
form a unit. Where matter is displayed in a random manner without organized relationship of
elements, each element shall be considered a single sign.

(b)  without limiting the generality of subsection (a) of this section, a multi-sided sign shall be
regarded as one (1) sign.

(Code 1993, § 27-168)

Sec. 40-409. - Computation of sign area.
(a) ’
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For the purpose of this article, the area, in square feet, of any sign shall be computed by the
smallest square, triangle, rectangle, circle or combination thereof which will encompass the
entire sign. In computing the sign area in square feet, standard mathematical formulas for
known or common shapes will be used. In the case of irregular shapes, straight lines drawn
closest to the extremities of the shape will be used.

Where a sign has two (2) or more faces, the area of all faces shall be included in determining
the area of the sign, except that where two (2) such faces are placed back-to-back and are at
no point more than one and one-half (1 1/2) feet from one another. The area of the sign shall
be taken as the area of the larger face if the two (2) faces are of unequal area; if the areas of
the two (2) faces are equal, then the area of one (1) of the faces shall be taken as the area

of the sign.

(Code 1993, § 27-169)

Sec. 40-410. - Total aliowable sign surface area.

(a)

(b)

(©

(d)

(e)

v

(@

()
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Unless otherwise provided in this article, the total surface area devoted to all signs on any lot
shall not exceed the limitations set forth in this section, and all signs except temporary signs
shall be included in this calculation.

Unless otherwise provided in this article, the maximum sign surface area permitted on any lot
in any residential district is four (4) square feet. In the RHD District, the maximum sign
surface area permitted on any lot is two (2) square feet. The maximum sign surface area
allowed for approved home occupations is set out in_section 40-415(e).

Subject to the other provisions of this article, the maximum sign surface area permitted on
any lotin a B1H district shall be five (5) percent of the area of the building facade plus twenty
(20) percent of the area of the front display window. However, in no case may the total sign
surface area exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

Subject to the other provisions of this section, the maximum sign surface area permitted on
any lotin an O and | or B4 district shall be determined by multiplying the number of linear
feet of street frontage by seventy-five one-hundredths (0.75) of a foot. However, in no case
may the total sign surface area exceed two hundred (200) square feet.

Subject to the other provisions of this article, the maximum sign surface area permitted on
any lot in a B2, B3, 1, or 12 district shall be determined by multiplying the number of linear
feet of street frontage of the lot by one and one-half (1 1/2) feet. However, in no case may
the total sign surface area exceed four hundred (400) square feet.

Within a Planned Unit Development (PUD), the maximum sign surface area permitted for
each use shall be determined by multiplying the number of linear feet of street frontage of the
development by one and one-half (1 1/2) feet. However, in no case may the total sign
surface area for each use exceed four hundred (400) square feet.

If a lot has frontage on more than one (1) street, then the total surface area permitted on that
lot shall be the sum of the sign surface area allotments related to each street on which the lot
has frontage. However, the total sign surface area that is oriented toward a particular street
may not exceed the portion of the lot's total sign surface area allocation that is derived from
frontage on that street.

Whenever a lot is situated such that it has no street frontage on any lot boundary and an
applicant desires to install on such a lot a sign that is oriented toward a street, then the total
sign surface area permitted on that iot shall be the sign surface area that would be allowed if
the lot boundary closest to the street toward which such sign is to be oriented fronted on
such street. The applicant shall be restricted to using only one (1) street and the closest lot
boundary to this street for determining the total permitted sign surface area. However, the
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applicant shall be given the opportunity to determine the one (1) street used in the
calculation.

() The total sign area delineated in this section may be allocated among the various types of
permissible signs at the discretion of the sign permit applicant. However, the maximum sign
area allocated to any one (1) particular type of sign is outlined in sections 40-411 and 40-
412. Therefore, the total sign area determined by this section may not be attained in some
cases because of the sign area cap for individual freestanding or wall signs. For example, a
use in the B1H District with one hundred (100) feet of lot frontage, five hundred (500) square
feet of building facade, and a front display window area of fifty (50) square feet would be
allowed a total sign area of thirty-five (35) square feet. A maximum wall sign of twenty-five
(25) square feet (500 feet building facade surface area x 5 percent=25 square feet) and a
maximum window sign of ten (10) square feet (50 feet display window area x 20 percent=10
square feet) would be allowed. Consequently, the limited amount of building facade area in
this case would prevent the total sign surface area from being attained. The amount of total
permissible sign area not utilized for freestanding and wall signs could, however, be applied
to other types of allowable signs.

() The maximum sign surface area permitted in the AP Zone shail be determined by multiplying
the number of linear feet by one-half (1/2) foot. However, in no case may the total sign area
exceed one hundred (100) square feet.

(Code 1993, § 27-170; Ord. No. 01-01, 1-8-2001)

Sec. 40-411. - Freestanding sign surface area.

(@)  For purposes of this section, a side of a freestanding sign is any plane or flat surface
included in the calculation of the total sign surface area, as provided in section 40-409. For
example, wall signs typically have one (1) side. Freestanding signs typically have two (2)
sides (back-to-back), aithough four-sided and other multi-sided signs are also common.

(b)  Subject to subsection (c) of this section, a single side of a freestanding sign may not exceed
one-half (1/2) of a square foot in surface area for every linear foot of street frontage along
the street toward which such sign is primarily oriented. However, in no case may a single
side of a freestanding sign exceed two hundred (200) square feet.

(®)  Freestanding, on-premises signs are permitted in the B1H District, provided the single side of
the sign shall not exceed twenty (20) square feet in area.

(d)  with respect to freestanding signs that have no discernible sides, such as, spheres or other
shapes not composed of flat planes, no such freestanding sign may exceed the maximum
surface area allowed under subsection (b) of this section for a single side of a freestanding
sign.

(Code 1993, § 27-171; Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002)

Sec. 40-412. - Wall sign surface area.

(a8  The sign surface area on any sign located on a wall of a structure may not exceed thirty (30)
percent of the total surface area of the wall on which the sign is located.

(b)  The sign surface area of any sign located on a wall of a structure on any lot within the B1H
Zoning District may not exceed five (5) percent of the total surface area of the wall on which
the sign is located. The sign surface of any wall sign mounted on a residential building,
including those put to commercial use, shail be small, less than one (1) square foot,
identification panels at the primary entrance.

(©)
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Wall surface area is caiculated by multiplying the vertical distance of the building wall
(measured at the average finished grade) times the horizontal distance of the building wall.

(Code 1993, § 27-172)

Sec. 40-413. - Number of freestanding and wall signs.

(@)
(b)

(c)

Except as authorized by this section, no lot may have more than one (1) freestanding sign.

If a lot is located on a lot that has frontage on two (2) or more public streets, then the lot may
have not more than one (1) freestanding sign along each side of the lot bordered by such
streets.

No more than one (1) wall sign per establishment per street frontage is allowed.

(Code 1993, § 27-173; Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002}

Sec. 40-414. - Location and height requirements.

(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

€

No portion of any freestanding sign shall extend closer than two (2) feet to a street right-of-
way line or property line.

No sign may extend above any parapet or be placed upon any roof surface, except that for
purposes of this section, roof structures constructed at an angle of seventy-five (75) degrees
or more fram horizontal shall be regarded as wali space. This subsection shall not apply to
displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observation of holidays on the
roofs of structures.

No wall sign attached flat to a building may project more than twelve (12) inches from the
building wall. Projecting signs may, however, exceed the twelve (12) inch requirement, as
long as there is only one (1) projecting sign per separate business establishment, the
projecting sign does not project more than five (5) feet from the building wall, the projecting
sign does not exceed six (6) square feet in area, and the bottom edge of the projecting sign
is located at least eight (8) feet above the sidewalk. In the B1H and RHD zoning districts,
projecting signs may be located only underneath an awning, may be no larger than three (3}
square feet in area and must have a clearance of eight (8) feet from the sidewalk.

No sign or supporting structure may be located on or over the traveled portion of any public
right-of-way unless the sign is attached to a structural element of a building and an
encroachment permit has been obtained from the city.

No part of a freestanding sign, as measured from ground level, may exceed a height as set
out in the following taple:

District

Height

RHD

8r

All other residential districts 15

AP

10°

0 and !

15'

B1H

80

B2, B3, B4, 11, 12 25'

{Code 1893, § 27-174, Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002)

Sec. 40-415. - Special provisions for certain signs.
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(@)  Subdivision entrance, subdivision directory, and muitifamily development entrance signs. At
any entrance to a subdivision or multifamily development, there may be not more than one
(1) sign identifying such subdivision or development. A single side of any such sign may not
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet. In cases where such signs are mounted on decorative
functional or nonfunctional walls, the wali area shall not be utilized to calculate total sign
surface area. No subdivision directory sign shall be located on any major or minor
thoroughfare as shown on the city thoroughfare pian. Such signage shall be allowed in
addition to the maximum sign allowance for the lot on which such signage is located.

(b} Grand opening/going out of business signs. No such sign shall be displayed for more than
ten (10) days. No maximum sign surface area requirement shall be established for such
signs. Such signs shall be exempt from the provisions of saction 40-417

(©)  Directory signs. Such signs may be allowed provided they do not exceed twenty (20) square
feet in display area, six (6) feet in height, and are located no closer than ten (10) feet from
the property line. There shail be no more than two (2) directory signs on any lot. Such signs
shall contain no commercial advertisement. Such signage shall be allowed in addition to the
maximum sign allowance for the lot on which such signage is located.

(d)  Restaurant menu reader boards. Restaurant menu reader boards not to exceed twenty (20)
square feet in area or six (6) feet in height. Such displays shall be set back not less than
twenty (20) feet from any property line. One (1) menu reader board shall be allowed per each
drive-through facility, and such display shall contain no commercial advertisement that can
be viewed from any adjacent street right-of-way or property line. Such signage shall not be
included in the calculation of or count toward the total allowable sign surface area.

()  Home occupation signs. Signs displayed in connection with an approved home occupation
shall not exceed two (2) square feet in total sign surface area.

M Banners. A series of banners along the frontage of the B2 General Business District, 11
Heavy Industrial District, and the 12 Light Industrial District are permitted subject to the
following development standards:

(1) The spacing between the centerline of each banner shall be a minimum of
twenty (20) linear feet installed along the front property line.

(2)  The maximum height of each banner shall not exceed fifteen (15) feet.

(3)  The maximum size of each banner shall be four (4) feet wide by eight (8) feet
long.

(4} The outer edge of the banner when fully extended shall not project over any
street right of way or easement.

(5)  No advertisement or wording is allowed on any banner.

(6)  When a banner becomes faded and tom it is the responsibility of the owner to
replace the banner in a systematic manner.

(@) Temporary nonprofit and governmental organization signs. Temporary sign(s), including
banners, erected in conjunction with a special event sponsored and conducted by a nonprofit
or governmental organization shall be allowed subject to all of the following conditions:

(1) Itis the intention of this subsection that no such sign shall be displayed in
conjunction with a commercial promotion or as an advertising device for a
commercial establishment, product or service.

(2} Not more than one (1) on-premises and six (6) off-premises signs shall be
allowed in conjunction with any event. No sign shail be erected on any lot
without the consent of the property owner.

(3)  No such sign shall exceed thirty-two (32) square feet of sign surface area,
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(4)  There shall be not more than one (1) special event sign allowed on any lot.

(®)  The maximum frequency of any special event display shall not exceed two (2)
occurrences within any 12-month period, and the maximum duration of such
display shall not exceed thirty (30) days. Each sign shall be removed within
seven (7) days following the event. For purposes of this subsection, the
duration of each separate event display shall be measured in continuous days.

(6)  Each display shall contain the name and current phone number of the event
sponsor printed on the noncommunication side/surface of the sign.

(7)  Such sign shall be located completely on private property. No portion of the
sign or its support structure shall be located on or across any public street right
-of-way or private street easement. (Exception: A suspended banner shall be
allowed above West Main Street at the intersection of Van Norden Street. Any
variation from the allowable square footage at this location shall be approved
by the Planning and Development Department.)

(8  Such sign shall not be located within any sight distance triangle as defined in
this Code or as provided by notation or description upon any map recorded
pursuant to the subdivision regulations.

(®)  No such sign shall be suspended from or attached to any public utility pole,
apparatus, structure or support/guy wire, any public or private traffic control or
directional sign, structure or device, or any tree or shrub located on public or
private property.

(10) ' No such sign shall be erected or maintained which obstructs any traffic control
sign or device or warning sign located on public or private property.

(") Portable, on-premises signs. Portable, on-premises signs are allowed in the B1H District and
may be placed in front of each business entrance so as not to obstruct any sidewalk area or
public right-of-way. A single side of a portable, on-premises sign shall not exceed eight (8)
square feet in area, and shall be removed at the close of the working day.

(Y  Static light emiiting diode (LED) fuel price signs. Gas stations shall be permitted one
freestanding sign which may include a maximum of three fuel rate/price signs. The
dimensions of each of the fuel rate/price signs shall not exceed eight (8) square feet each.
Such a sign shall state the fuel price completely when displayed and can use either
changeable copy or LED methods to display the fuel price. The static LED sign is for fuel
pricing purposes only. Such fuel signs shall not display messages and shall display numerals
only.

(Code 1993, § 27-175; Ord. No. 00-11, 8-14-2000; Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002; Ord. No. 08-6, § 1, 8-9-2008: Ord.

No. 08-04, § 1, 4-14-2008)

Sec. 40-416. - Sign iflumination.

(a)  Unless otherwise prohibited by this chapter, signs may be illuminated if such illumination is in
accordance with this section.

(b)  No sign within one hundred fifty (150) feet of a residential zone may be illuminated between
the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m., unless the impact of such lighting beyond the
boundaries of the lot where it is located is entirely inconsequential.

(¢)  Lighting directed toward a sign shall be shielded so that it illuminates only the face of the
sign and does not shine directly into a public right-of-way or residential premises.

(d)  Subject to subsection (f) of this section, illuminated tubings or strings of lights that outline
property lines, sales areas, roof lines, doors, windows, or similar areas are prohibited.
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(e)  Subject to subsection (f) of this section, no sign may contain or be illuminated by flashing or
intermittent lights or lights of changing degrees of intensity, except signs indicating the time,
date, or weather conditions.

(!  Subsections (d) and (e) of this section do not apply to temporary signs erected in connection
with the observance of holidays.

(@) Internally illuminated signs shall not be permitted in any residential zone. Signs illuminated
by fioodlight may be allowed in residential zones provided the light falls within the boundaries

of the sign face.
{Code 1993, § 27-176; Ord. No. 99-18, 12-13-1899)

Sec. 40-417. - Miscellaneous restrictions and prohibitions.

(a)  Notemporary nor permanent sign shall be attached to a tree or to a city utility pole. No
temporary nor permanent sign shall be placed on any public street right-of-way, except that
political signs may be posted in the right-of-way in accordance with seciion 32-10 and signs
attached to a structural element of a building may be erected in the right-of-way in
accordance with section 40-4 14(d) above.

(b)  No sign may be located so that it substantially interferes with the view necessary for
motorists to proceed safely through intersections or to enter onto or exit from public streets
or private roads.

(¢)  Signs that revolve or are animated or that utilize movement or apparent movement to attract
the attention of the public are prohibited. Without limiting the preceding, banners, streamers,
animated display boards, pennants, and propellers are prohibited, but signs that move only
occasionally because of wind are allowed if their movement is not a primary design feature of
the sign and is not intended to attract attention to the sign. The restrictions of this subsection
shall not apply to signs specified in section 40-406(d) or to signs indicating the time, date,
and weather conditions.

(d)  No sign may be erected so that by its location, color, size, shape, nature, or message it
would tend to obstruct the view of or be confused with official traffic signs or other signs
erected by units of government.

(8)  Freestanding signs shall be securely fastened to the ground or to some other substantial
supportive structure so that there is virtually no danger that either the sign or the supportive
structure may be moved by the wind or other forces of nature and cause injuries to persons
or property, in conformity with the state building code.

()] Canopy signs are permitted when suspended or attached to the underside of a canopy
provided such signs do not exceed six (6) square feet in area and are located at least eight
(8) feet above the sidewalk.

(@  The sign area of a sign permanently painted, affixed, or placed in a building window which is
visible from a street right-of-way shall be restricted to no more than forty (40) percent of the
total window area. In the B1H and RHD districts, signs painted on storefront windows shall
take up no more than ten (10) percent of the window and signs placed in windows, from the
interior, shall occupy no more than twenty (20) percent of the area of the displaying window.
The sign area of such signs shall not be included in the total sign surface area established in
accordance with the provisions of section 40-410

(h)  Off premises signs are not permitted, except for those signs specifically exempt from
regulation in accordance with section 40-406

0]
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All temporary or portable signs, as defined in_section 40-403, except for those specifically
exempted in sections 40-406 and 40-407 or those specifically allowed in_saction 40-415(g),
are not permitted.

()  Any sign made up of or containing strobe lights, ziplights, fiashing lights or rotating beacons,
flags, streamers, banners, pennants, or strings of lights, or permanently installed or situated
merchandise, except for those specifically exempted in sections 40-408 and_ 40-4()7, are not
permitted.

(k)  Off-premises, outdoor advertising signs, commonly known as billboards, are not permitted.

(' No sign shall contain statements, words or pictures which describe or display specified
anatomical areas or specified sexual activities, or which contain words or phrases which are
classified as vulgar or vulgar slang in the current edition of The New College Edition of the
American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language or are otherwise commonly known to
be obscene. The phrase "god damn"is also specifically prohibited for use in signs.

{Code 1993, § 27-177; Ord. No. 02-21, 11-11-2002)

Sec. 40-418. - Nonconforming signs.

(a) Signs in existence on the effective date of the ordinance from which this article is derived
which do not conform to the provisions of this article, but which were constructed, erected,
affixed, or maintained in compliance with all previous regulations, shall be regarded as
nonconforming signs. Although it is not the intent of this section to encourage the continued
use of nonconforming signs, nonconforming signs, except those specifically listed in section
40-422, shall be allowed to continue and a decision as to the continued existence and use or
removal of such signs shail be controlled as set forth hereinafter. In the event an off-
premises outdoor advertising sign, as more specifically provided for in section 40-422(b), has
not been voluntarily removed in compliance therewith or the Director of Planning and
Development has not initiated removal of such sign under section 40-422(b), or other
applicable law, the uge or removal of such sign shall also be controlled as set forth
hereinafter. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to waive or in any way nullify the
obligation to remove such signs in accordance with section 40-422(b), or waive or in any way
nullify the authority of the Director of Planning and Development to initiate removal of such
signs under section 40-421, 40-422(b) or other applicable law.

(1) No nonconforming sign shall be changed to another nonconforming sign. The
term "changing" includes replacing a sign panel within an existing frame with
another panel of identical size or shape.

(2)  No nonconforming sign shall have any changes made in the words or symbols
used or the message displayed on the sign unless the sign is specifically
designed for periodic change of message.

(3)  No nonconforming sign shall be structurally altered so as to change the shape,
size, type, or design.

(4)  No nonconforming sign shall be reestablished after the activity, business, or
use to which it relates has been discontinued or changed to another use. Such
signs shall be removed in accordance with_section 40-421

(5} No nonconforming sign shall be reestablished and all remains of the sign must
be removed in accordance with section 40-421 if the sign is damaged or
destroyed, such that the estimated expense of repairs exceeds fifty (50)
percent of the estimated total value of the sign at the time of damage or
destruction. If damaged by less than fifty (50) percent of the estimated total
value, but repairs are not made within three (3) months of the time such
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damage occurs, the nonconforming sign shall not be allowed to continue and
must be removed in accordance with section 40-421

(6)  No noneonforming sign shall be relocated.

(7)  Normal maintenance and repair of a nonconforming sign is permitted providing
the shape, size, type, or design of the sign is not aitered.

(8)  No nonconforming sign shall be changed or altered to allow any illumination of
such nonconforming sign.

(b)  Signs located on premises which come into the extraterritorial planning and zoning
jurisdiction of the city after the effective date of this article, which signs do not comply with
the provisions of this article, shall be subject to the requirements listed in subsection (a) of
this section.

(€©)  Any nonconforming sign which is structurally altered, relocated, or replaced shall
immediately be brought into compliance with all the provisions of this article, and be subject
to section 40-421, pertaining to sign removal and discontinued signs.

{Code 1993, § 27-178: Ord. No. 06-24, §§ 1, 2, 12-11-2006)

Sec. 40-419. - Shopping center signs.

(a)  Shopping center developments, regardless of the zoning district in which located, shall
conform to the sign regulations contained in this section.

(b)  wvall signs for individual businesses in shopping center developments shall be calculated as
provided in subsection (c) of this section. The intent of these provisions is to allow each
separate business establishment to have a reasonable means of identification. Because
shopping centers include many individual businesses, the cumulative total wall sign area
permitted by subsections (c) and (d) of this section may exceed the total sign area
authorized in_section 40-410

() One (1) wall sign per separate business establishment per street frontage is permitted.
Allowable wall sign area is determined as follows:

(1) The sign surface area on any sign located on a wall of a structure may not
exceed thirty (30) percent of the total surface area of the wall on which the sign
is located or one-half (1/2) of a square foot of sign area for each linear foot of
building frontage, whichever is less. In no case may any wall sign exceed two
hundred (200} square feet in area.

(2)  For shopping centers located in the B1H District, the sign surface area on any
sign located on a wall of a structure may not exceed five (5) percent of the total
surface area of the wall on which the sign is located.

(d)  One freestanding sign per street frontage in shopping centers shall be
permitted in accordance with section 40-411(b).

(Code 1993, § 27-179)

Sec. 40-420. - Sign maintenance.

Should any sign become in danger of falling or is deemed otherwise unsafe in the opinion of
the Director of Planning and Development, the owner thereof, or the person or firm maintaining the
same, shall upon written notice from the Director of Planning and Development, immediately in the
case of imminent danger and in any case within ten (10) days, secure said sign in a manner to be
approved by the Director of Planning and Development in conformity with the provision of the state
building code, or remove such sign. If such sign is not removed by the owner, the Director of
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Planning and Development or his designated agent may initiate legal procedures to obtain the
necessary court orders to remove such signs at the expense of the owner or lessee thereof.

(Code 1993, § 27-181)

Sec. 40-421. - Sign removai and discontinued signs.

(a)  The Director of Planning and Development shall order the removal of any sign maintained in
violation of the provisions of this article for which removal procedures are herein prescribed
accordingly: The Director of Planning and Development shall give ninety (90) days' written
notice to the owner or lessee to remove the sign or to bring it into compliance with this
article. If the owner or lessee fails to remove the sign within ninety (90) days after the ninety-
day written notice has been given, the Director of Planning and Development or his duly
authorized representative may institute removal proceedings according to the procedures
specified in G.S. 160A-175.

(b)  Any temporary or portable sign erected in violation of the provisions of section 40-407 may
be removed immediately, at the direction of the Department of Planning and Development.
Any sign so removed shall be retained at a designated municipal facility until recovered by
the sign owner following payment to the city of a fee per sign, as established from time to
time by ordinance. Any sign not recovered within ten (10) days shall be destroyed.

(¢)  Upon the discontinuance of a business or occupancy of an establishment for a consecutive
period of one hundred eighty (180) days, the Department of Planning and Development shall
require the removal of the on-premises sign advertising or identifying the establishment. The
Department of Planning and Development shall give thirty (30) days' notice to the property
owner to remove the sign. Failure to remove the sign within the thirty (30) day period shall
constitute a violation of this chapter and shall be remedied in accordance with article XXI of
this chapter, pertaining to administration, enforcement, penaities.

{Code 1993, § 27-182: Ord. No. 03-08, 3-10-2003)

Sec. 40-422. - Amortization of certain signs.

(a)  The following signs shall become nonconforming in all districts, unless otherwise specified,
as of the date of adoption of the ordinance from which this article is derived and shall be
removed within six {6) months after the date of adoption:

(1) Alltemporary or portable signs, as defined in section 40-403, except for those
specifically exempted in sections 40-406 and 40-407. Portable signs shall not
be permanently anchored to make them conforming, unless the lot or business
on which they are located does not have a freestanding sign, in which case one
(1) portable sign per street frontage lot may be permanently anchored and thus
serve as the allowed freestanding sign for that lot or business.

(2)  Any sigh made up of or containing strobe lights, ziplights, flashing lights or
rotating beacons, flags, streamers, banners, pennants, or strings of lights, or
permanently installed or situated merchandise, except for those specifically
exempted in section 40-406 and section 40407

(b)  The following signs shall become nonconforming in all districts, unless otherwise specified,
as of the ordinance from which this article is derived and shall be removed within five (5)
years after the date of adoption: Off-premises, outdoor advertising signs, commonly known
as billboards, in all districts, except the 11 industrial district.

(Code 1993, § 27-183)
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WASHINGTON PLANNING BOARD
Regular Scheduled Meeting
Tuesday, July 23, 2013
7:00 PM

Members Present
Jane Alligood Steve Moler
Doris Moate  Marie Barber
John Tate Dan McNeil

Members Absent
All Present

Others Present
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator
Jessica Green, Administrative Support

I Opening of the meeting
The Chairman called the meeting to order.

IR Invocation
Jane Alligood led in prayer.

. Roll Call
A silent roll call was taken by staff.

. Old Business
1. None

V. New Business
1. Eye Care Center Site Plan — Carolina Avenue
Glen Moore came forward and presented the Board with larger copies of the site plan. Mr.
Moore explained that the property is located across the street from Lowes. He stated that they
recently requested annexation and the request was granted, effective in June. He explained
that the site plan was approved by the technical review committee last week. He stated that

the only outstating comment from the committee required a landscape buffer along the front.
He explained that you cannot have more than 13 parking spaces without having a landscape



buffer. He stated that staff would put this requirement as a condition for the approval of the
site plan on the letter back to the surveyor. Mr. Moore explained that a corner at the rear of
the property is in the flood zone, but they have designed the site so that the actual building is
not within that flood zone. Ms. Alligood stated that she hoped they have a good runoff plan due
to the amount of water on that lot after it rains. Mr. Moore stated that they are currently
working with Allen Lewis, Public Works Director, on that issue and storm water issues. He then
stated that he believed the engineer said they had just received approval from the State. The
Board discussed the site plan further. There were not comments from the public.

John Tate made the motion to approve the site plan with taking into account the additional
comments from the City’s TRC. Jane Alligood seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

2. Pronamics Industries Site Plan — Page Road

Mr. Moore presented the Pronamics site plan to the Board. He expiained that this site is located
on Page Road and is an existing building that they are doing some modifications too. He pointed
out the additions to the building and the additional parking. He stated that the parking would
be paved and staff would make sure that appropriate landscaping would be required. He
explained that the plan received approval from the TRC and only received comments about the
landscaping, which staff will address. The Board discussed the site plan and their concerns

further.

Jane Alligood made a motion to approve the site plan with the addition of landscaping. lohn
Tate seconded the motion. All voted in favor and the motion carried.

3. Zaxby’s Sites Plan — Carolina Avenue

Mr. Moore stated that this site is located beside McDonalds on Carolina Avenue. He explained
that the plan went to the TRC and the only concern from the committee was whether or not
DOT was going to approve the driveway permits. Mr. Moore stated that there are two existing
driveways on the site and DOT signed off on both existing driveways as is, so that will not be an
issue. He then pointed out the retention pond along the rear of the property. Mr. Moler asked
if the Planning Board could recommend that there not be two curve cuts. He stated that he
recommended that they insert a cut through from McDonalds, so that those two properties
would be connected. Mr. Moore explained that DOT regulates the access along that road and
they have signed off on the plan with the two curve cuts. He stated that the Board could
certainly make a recommendation. Ms. Moate also expressed her concerns with having four
driveways in such a short span. The Board discussed this issue further. Mr. Moler asked about
landscaping. Mr. Moore directed the Board to the landscaping plan and stated that they met all
the landscaping requirements. Mr. Moore stated that an issue with putting in a cut through is
that McDonalds currently has the minimum parking required for their site and with a cut
through they would [ose up to 4 parking spaces. Mr. Moler asked about a time frame on

2



VL.

VII.

construction. Mr. Moore stated that he believed the approval of the site plan is a condition
upon their closing on the property, 5o he feels they are ready to go.

John made a motion to accept the plan as proposed. Dan McNeil seconded the motion. The
motion passed with a majority vote. Steve Moler voted in opposition.

Other Business

Mr. Moore explained that Bob Henkel was no longer on the Board, which left an opening. He
stated that staff would be advertising the opening. Mr. Moore then introduced the new City
Manager, Brian Alligood, to the Board,

Mr. Moler expressed his concerns about the Beaufort County Republican signs being in violation
of the City’s sign ordinance. He stated that he would like the signs removed. The Board
discussed the issue further and asked staff to look into the signs and report back to them. Mr.
Moore stated that he would research the issue and get with John Rodman.

Jane Alligood then addressed the issue of the newspaper boxes downtown. The Board asked
that this issue be revisited.

Approval of minutes — May 23, 2013

Jane Alligood made a motion to approve the May minutes. Her motion was seconded by Dan McNeil.

All voted in favor.

Vil

Adjourn

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned.



